PRECIOUS SAVIGIR

"Unto you therefore who believe He is precicus." I Feter 2:7.

Peter made Pree use of the word "precious,” which signifies a thing of value. A4 thing that
is expensive is ordimarily reparded =& worth much. Of some things it is sald that they are
inestimsble: that is, their worth is such that you cannot place a velue on them. They go
gbove any real or imagined price. While the word "orecious" is applied to objects of
merchandise, and contains in it =n idea of walue, it also implies the ldea of fowdness.

We do net speak ef a precious horse, but we do spesk of a precious babe, We speak ef
something as being precious when it is in such a form thet it can be personslized in some
WEY .

This word "precious" admits of beth a lewer and a higher significance. In its ordinary use
it expresses the idea of "grest value,® and still a velue which admits of measurement and
payment. We speak, for imstance, of preclous stones, precious fabricss our valmation of
these things is determined, not owly by their beauty, but by their rarity, apd you will
observe it is possible ai some peint to pub a price mpon them, to buy and sell them, They
are precious, but still they lie within the beunds of a definite valuation. That iz the
lower use of the word. In its higher use, while predicsiing rarily and intrizsie value,

it suggests a worth on which ne vrice cam be put, something which lies above the mensureable
svhere of a price list and s catalog. A father's wise counsel and a mother's tender love

are "preclous” in = sense guite other than that in which jewels are "preclouws™; awd this
higher preciousness is not hesed upon apy definiie measursment of the partieulsr guslities

of father and mother, They are "precious® not merely because they sre wise or stromg or
good, but beyond these things thers iz 2 relation of our life with theirs which suffuses

all thoughi and feeling, They ars essential to us, part of ewur beimgs, part of cur lives.

In this higher semse of the word the ides is expressed of a vital and ceaseless interrelationm,
it ie in this sense the word is used in our text. '

Carry this interpretation of the word wp to ite highest piteh, and youm gel as near as words
can get to that relation betwsen Christ and His people., He is owr life and our hope; owr
fa23th in Him brings us into sevipg union with Mim; He is Cod's beloved in Whom we are accepled,
and man's strength by Whose vigor we stand. &o we are not content to stand a long distance
from Him, cateloging His qualities, and admiring His charscter, but we fling ourselves at

Hig fest, we trust Him, we love Him, we follow Him, and we serve Him.

I. Christ Is Precious.

1. ©Christ is precious subjectively.
Tn His owm person Christ unites God and man, He is the all-perfect God. In Him
dwells =211 the fulness of the Godhead bodily. He is the brighiness of His Father's
glory, and the express image of His person. He is the essence, the substance, and
the sum of all preciousness. Mamy things are more or less preciouss but the lord
Jesus is preciousness itself, oubscaring all degrees of comparison. Al1 the qualities
that constitute preciousness are in Him, in a degree of excellence that imsgination
carnot overcolor, that evern love cammot exaggerate. In respeet of rarity, He is
the only Saviour of men; the 'one Mediator bvetween God and man'; the only hove of
sinful souls. In respecht of beauty, He is the perfectien of all moral excellence,
In character He iz absolutely pure, perfectly good, and gracieusly benevolent,

2. Christ is precioms ohjectively.
(1) As the Revesler of God.
Sipai temght God's holiness to Israel, end the whirlwind taught God's power to
Job: but Tmmanuel--God with us--is a revelation dearer and sweeter than all.
This solves many of the perplexities of life. Jesus, in His humanity, lived
a 1life like ours. He was weary, hungry, persecuted, and, in all points, wss
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tempted like z2s we are. He was the Well-Beloved of the Father, absolutely perfect
in Hig sight: He is precious in ocwrs. For something to be rightly called precious
it should have three guaiities: 1%t showvld be rare, it should have an initrinsie
value of its own, and it should possess nseful and important properties. A1l
three of these gualities meet in our adorsble lord, and mske Him precioms %o

ueg .,

Az for rarity, He is absclubtely unigue. 4s to intrimsic value, He is incomparably,
immeasursbly and inconceivably precicus. As te wvseful gmalities, where else
could we find such a variety ir ome place? He is eyes ito the blind, ears teo

the deaf, feet to the lame, freedom to the slave, healing to the sick, joy to

the mpurner, and 1ife to the dead. Think of Hls life, and how He gives life

to the believer! Think of His death, and how it redeems from hell all those

who trust in Him! Think of His resurrection, and how it justifies believers:

and of His second coming, and how it delights our hearts!

{2) As the BRedeemer from sin.
The believer apvreciates salvation because he knows what it is to be lost.
One who doubts as te the matter of sim and its penslty cennot value Christ and

salvation; bul they ean whe truly sing:

"Plunged in a gulf of deep despair,
We, wretched simmers, lsy."

If the sounl does not know Christ, it canmot know forgivemess. VWhat if man
could not be fergiven? Imagine how it world have beem with Peter if, when he
cursed and denied thal he ever knmew Him; Christ had net turned ard looked upen
him, Sobs follewed that look; but they are the music by which a soul marches
heme to God. The forgiveness of sins is semething that we g1l need., What if
there were no Redeemer from Whom we could ebtain fergiveness?

{3) As the Reconeciler te God.
The experience of reccneilistion to God is the most momentous tramsaction in
the 1life of anmy irdividual. Wher ome is reconciled te God, he hag his sine
fergiven, and he has peasce with God. What a glerious thing it is te have peace
with Godl Christ Jesvs is the only eme who can reconcile uws o God, He is the
only hope for a lost worid and absolubtely the only Savieur for a simner. Withomt
Him there is no pessibiliiy of a reconcilistion with Ged.

Christ Is Precious To Bellevers Only.

Faith is essential to z right view and a correct ecstimate of Christ. In the syes of
those who are destitute of s lively faith Christ is not "precicus.® To them He iz not
"the chisfest among ten thomsand,® and "altogether lovely.® It is to the bellever, and
te the believer aleone, that Christ is precisus. It is the believer who has felt the
burden of sin and can say, "Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift.”

Christ is the most precicus possession of the believer. How I wish thet I had the ability
to spesk of His preciousness as it sheuld be! He is worthy of an angelie gpeaker to

tell out all His worth. Very God and perfeet men, He is altogether lovely, buit; alas!
this b1ind werld deoes not see His beauty.

Only believers know the preciousness of Christ. We live in an age when men speak well

of Him, Iip service is pald to Him in the press. Non-Christians in India, though at
times bitterly ovposed to what they see of Christiamity, will never say a word against
Christ. They will épeak highly of His 1ife and His teaching. Buit how is Christ regarded
by multitudes in this country? They give Him admiration and treat His name with reverence,

but He is not precious to them,
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There is a fable of a princess who was given the choice of & jewel, but found herself
unable to choose between the sapvhire as blue as the sea, the emerald as green as the
forest, and the ruby which glowed like fire. GShe wented all three! The fairy, seeing
her dilemma, melted all three in the furnzice of the sun, and produced one perfect Jewel,
an opal of blended beauty, in which at one time you ecould see the blue like the blueness
of the sea, green like the green of the forest, and red that glowed like fire. So there
is every kind of beauty in Jesus. There is strength like the strength of the lion, "The
Lion of Judah" is His neme; there is meekness like that of a lamb, "Behold the Iamb of
God," eried John the Beptist. There is justice such as no esrthly judge ever attained,
and there is mercy suck as ne earthly father ever displayed. There is intense hatred
of all sin and wickedness, and there is yearning leve for the simner, Only believers
know how wonderful, how precious He is.

Think what others are missing whe know Him net! They may have health, they may have
wealth, they may have friends, they may have henor, baut if they do not have Christ they
are without man's mest precioums possesslion, and nothing can make wp for that,

To the believer Ghrist is precious in all Hie offices, Behold Him in creation, govermment,
providence, revelation, salvation, resurrection, and heaven! How can we but adore His
divine perpon, and adwire His wonderful works! Christ is precious to us in prayer,

in praise, and in reading Fis Word. What treasures of wealth, of wisdem, of knowledge,

and of happiness are revesled to us by His grece! Christ is precious to believers in
prosperity or adversity, st howe er abroad, in health or im sickmess, in life and in
death.

Christ is so precious te us in our struggies with Saten and sin, as we fight with lusts,
resist tempiation, overcome worldliness, subdue selfishness, or mourn over failures anmd
falls, How assuring and helpful His perfeect life, His promised grace, His ready and
tender sympathy! But for Fim we should heve despaired in ocwr helplessnesa.

How precious He is in the hour of sickness as He comes and says, "I will make thy bed
in all thy sickmess." How precious to thee in the hour of trial, when He ssys, WAll
things work together for good." How precious He is when loved ones and friends are
buried, and we stand by their open graves, and hear Him say,; "I am the resurrection and
the 1ife.®

As we think of the preciousmess of Christ, we recall what was said by & child in a
Sunday School, when the teacher said, "You have been reading that Christ is precieus:
what does that mean?” The children were silent for a Iittle while, but at last one boy
replied, "Father said the other day that mother was precious, ‘'fer whatever shonld we
do without her.'" This is a capital explanstion of the word orecicus.” Yom and I,

as believers, can truly say of the lord Jesus Christ thet He is precious to us, for what
should we do without Him, what could we do without Him?

Christ is precious in every way %o every person who belleves im Him, The better one
comes to know Him, the more precious He becomes. What are some of the reasons why Christ
is so "preeious" to the believer?

(1) He is his Saviour.
Christ has saved him from the guilt of sin, the punishment of sin, and the love of
sin. I we are physically ill, and receive some benefit from a doctor or speeialist,
are we not grateful to that person to whom we owe so much? How much more do we owe
to Christ? "e were redeemed co..... with the precious bleod of Christ, as of a
lamb without blemish and withouwt spot." How precious is He "Who His own self bave

our sins in His own body on the treel™

{(2) He has given him eternal life.
Christ said, "I am the door." He is the door to life, which is life imdeed, abundant,
full and everlasting. We owe much to teachers and friends who have bsen to us doors



into some new interest in life. The one who gave us an imsight inte poetry, what

a pew world he opened up for uns. How different was that walk across the fields when
in the company of one who ovened to usg the world of botany! But what a large world
Christ has given us:; the earth is more beautiful since we knew Him. Our 1ife has

a new meaning since we knew Him, and even death does not hold any fears for us.

(3) He is with him always.
Christ is the one Friend Whe mever fails us. We owe so much to our friends, but
they cannot be with us always, and some of them are guite changeable.

"Onlike owr friends by nature

Who change with changing years,
This Friend is always worthy

The precious name He bears.”

Are we i1l in bed? He is by our side., Are we hard at work? He is ready to helip
us, Are we smong strangers? There is always One Whom we know. He is the Friend
"who silcketh closer than a brother,¥ a Friend from whose friendship naught on earih
can separate us,

Those who have Christ have 1ife, bul these who do not have Christ are witheut life,

Of Himself Christ said, "I am the 1ife."™ VWhen He i3 received by faith the believer obtains
eternal life. Wext to 1life in preciousness is light. Light! oh, how precieus would

it be to you, if you were incarcersted in ene of those old prisems in Venjee below the
level of the water, deep down, witk winding passages, where even a refracted ray of light
eould never reach you, vhere you would sit alone and feel for the wall, bubt cowld not

see anything. HNow the soul has ne light, ne trus 11ght no heavenly 11ght except what
Christ brimgs. TYes, Christ is precious because He vaises us from the dead and gives

us light., Anether precisﬁs thing which Christ brimgs is love, 3Still another preciocusness
in Christ is liberty. He is precicus because of the life, 1light, love and liberty which
He gives us. '

As our faith in Christ incresses, He becomes more snd mere precious io us. He grows
more znd more precicus to ms zs the years go by. Fsul mentioned the "ungearchable riches
of Christ.? By that he 8id not mean that those riches could not be discovered, but that
they can never be fully known and never entirely exhansted, FHowever much one 1earns,
there is yet more to be explered. OChrist becomss more wonderful and precious as the
bellever experiences more and more of His grace and leve.

"The dear old stery of a Saviewr's leve
Is sweeter as the days geo by:

The glad assurance of a home above
Is gwester as the days go by."

Since Christ is beeoming more and more precions e believers as the days gzo by, how can
they prove that He is so precious to them?

(1) By trusting everything to Him.
The Christian deliberately puts the matter of his eternal salvation in Christ's
hands. FHe must, therefore, esteem Him precious. Every believer stays his hope solely
upon the work of Jesus Christ.

{2) By sincerely loving Him.
Because believers love Him, they enjoy commuming with Him, thinking sbout Him, and
tzlking about Him. They camnot speak well encugh of Him. Could you, at your very
best, exalt the Iord Jesus so gloricusly as to satisfy yourself?

(3) By faithfully serving Him.
True believers can never do enough for Christ. They are glad for the privilege of
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laeboring for Him Who died for them. Though they grow weary in His work, they never
grow weary of it, ;

Happy beyond words to deseribe are they who have believed in Him, Having Christ, they
have all things that are worth having. If you do not have Him, won't you receive Him
new? .



