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HINDRANCES TO PREVAILING PRAYER

"Ye ask, and receive not, becsuse ye esk amiss, thet ve mey consume it upon your lusts.®
) James 4A:3.

"Likewise, ve husbands, dwell with them sccording to knowledge, giving honour unto the

wife, =s unto the wesker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; thet

your preyers be not hindered." 1 Peter 37,

God works when men pray. Andrew Murrsy said, "In relation to His people God works only

in answer to their vrayers.®! "The effectual fervent preyer of & righteous men availeth
much,® James 5:16. Only 2 1ittle? No. But much! What we need #s individuzls, in our
homeg, in our churches, in our nstion, and in 211 nations is wh2t God can do. The grettest
need in the world today is praying Christisms. Prayer is the grestest weapon Christians
have end often the leasst used.

813 rether teach one men to pray than ten men to preach.® —— J, H. Jowebt.

"Sgeret intercessors make it possible for public laborers to do their werk and win.?
=~ Eyans Roberts.

"Prayer is the mightiest force in the universe, and the Christisn world is blind ‘o
this fact.® —— Courtland Meyers.

"The one concern of the devil is to keep Christiens from praying. He fears nothing
from preyerless study, prayérless work, or preyerless religion. He lzughs at our work,
mocks &t our wisdom, but trembles when we pray.® -~ 5. Chedwick. "Whoever prays most,
helps most,." -- Williem Goodell. HPrayer is like opening & ghining gete hetween the
great ocesn and our little channels when the see gathers itself together and flows in
st full tide." -~ Tennyson, "I never prayed sincerely for anything but it ceme, at
aometime -— no maiter st how distant 2 dete —- somehow, in some shape, 1t cames’ ——
Ldonivem Judson. o

Pleading with people to prev Jowett ssid: "The people with one talent cen help the
) peop prey 108 peoL !

men endowed with ten. They cen be fellow-leborérs in 2 common crusade. Whst a
privilege is mind! Also, whet 2 solemn duty il :

Meny would rather be powerful in preyer than to-surpess in any of the arts, than to
heve genius in scientific investigetions, then to be politicelly successful in seeking
high plsces and offices.

HINDRANCES TO PRAYER
Neglect.
Disobedience to God.

"Therefore it is come to pess, that as he eried, end they would not hear; sc they eried,
and T would not heer, ssith the Lord of boste," ~= Zecharish 7:13,

God had snswered prayer for those who were His obedient servants., God heard and snswered
Abrehsm!'s prevers beceuse Abrahsm wes ever ready to do the will of God. God seid unto
nim: “And in thy seed shell sll the nations of the esrth be hlessed; because thou hest
obeved My voice.' Genesis 22:18. MNoses wss obedient to Godis comm=nds, and for his
chedience he wes answered of God. Joshus rendered glad obedience to God. Jericho feil

becsuse Joshus strichtly obeyed the imstructions of God.

If we sre disobedient to God, we cannot pray for the spirit of disobedlience cén never
£ind sccepiance st the throne of grace. OSuch prayer hes no promise of reward. God



vIil,
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alwsys hesrs the obedient, but He never grants the request of the rebellious, L dis-
ohedient spirit ean claim nothing from God. If we do not went to obey, we will be
powerless in preyer. When Jeremish vwes pleading with the people of hig day and showing
them the wey out of their troubles, he s2id: "Cbey the volce of the Lord your God.®
Jeremish 26:113. BSamuel s2id, "To obey is better then sscrifice.” I Ssmuel 15:22,
Prsyer, then, to preveil with God must be from & hesrt ready to obey.

Sin Cherished,
®If I regerd inicuity in my heart, the Lord will not hesr me.® Pselm 66:18. Jokhn Hott
peked, "Has God ever been known to hesr & prayer from & heart in which sny form of
iniguity wes deliberetiely fostered or fondled or tolersted?® God will not &mswer our
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prayers so long = there is ome point of controversy betwesn us and fim.
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A leek OFf Faith.

Hithout feith it is impossible %o plesse Him," Hebrews 11:6. #Therefore I say unio
vyou, Whet things scever ye desire, when ye prey, believe that ye receivs them, and ye
chell heve them.® Merk 11:24. Vhen we csll, we must call in faith. Illustration —

€ . I
the church preving for the relesse of Simon Feter from prison. Acts 12

.
Familiy Discord.

"Likewise, ve husbends, dwell with them sccording to knowledge, giving honour unto the
wife, se unto the weaker vessel, &snd as being helrs together of the grsce of 1ife; thet
your prayers be not hindered.® I Peter 3:7.

"Children, obey your porents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour thy fether snd
mother; which is the first commendment with promisej that it may be well with these,
snd thou msyest live long on the earth. £ud; ye fethers, provoke not your ehildren
to wraths but bring them up in the nurture and adwonition of the lord.® Erhesisns 6:1l-4.

Pride,

"Surely God will not hesr venity, neither wiil the flmighty regerd it." Job 35:13,
Men must humble themselves before God. They canmot come inte God's presence with a
strut end expect God to hesr end znswer. “The Lord is nigh umto them that are of 2
broken heert: and ssveth such #8 be of & contrite spirit.” Fsalm 24318,

o .

An Unforgiving Spiri

if ye forgive men thelr trespasses, your hesvenly Father will also forgive you:
f ve forgive not men their irespesses, neither will your Father forgive your
esges.” Metthsw 6:14~15,

How 1i

tile 2nd trifling the sine others heve commitbed ageinst us in compsrison with
the terri

EN
t
rible wey we have treated God. Unforgiveness, hoiding grudges and enmity sgainst

others mey seem to be & very respectible slin. Peorle who never get drumit, never gemble,

never commit adultery, never lie, never stesl, 2re guilby of thig sin, How can they
expect to prevail in preyer? One who turns a ceold shoulder to nis fellowman cannot
of fer sn 2cceptebly werim heert to God, "I =2 men say, I love God, snd hateth his
MWmmgheiselmr:ﬂmheiwﬁEﬂ%ﬂzm%}QSMmﬂwr@mmhehﬂhsmm,hmdmn
he love God whom he heth not sseni® John 4:20.

Salfishness.

"Ye e5k, and receive not, becsuse ye #sX amiss, thet ye mey consume it upon vour Ingte.”
Joemes 4%3.
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4 selfish person cen only be puny in orsyer. Since selifishness is meking self the
center, no selfish person cen expect to be mighty in praver.

Idoiatry,

John, the beloved apostle, s=id, "lititle children, keev yourselves from idols .t

1 John 5:Z1. '

"Then Jocob s2id wnto his household, and to &ll that were with him, Put awsy the strange
gods thaet are =mong you, 2nd be clean, and chenge your gzrments: Znd lei us arise, and
go up to Bethel; and I will meke there an slter unto God, who caswered me in the day of
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my distress, sand wes with me in the woy which I went.¥ Genesis 35:2-3. When God cal

Jaceb back to Bethel, he foumd it necessary to clesnse his house of "strange gods." fn
idol is znything that itskes the pizce that God ocught to heve, God tells us that covel-
ousness is idolatry. ¥We cannot expect God to heer end answer prayer if we live
covetousliy, '

Unpeid Debts.

JIf men expect thelr preyers to be answered, they must be honest enough to vay thelr

A

just debits. &s long as there is a debt you can pay and you do not do whet God reaquires
ebout such, svery prayer you offer God stinks with dishonesty., VWhen Zactcheus wes cone
verted, he said, “lord, if I have taken any thing from eny man by fezlse accusstion, I

restore him fourfold.® ILuke 19:8. When the FPhilippisn jsiler wss seved, he did =1l

‘he could to right the wrong done Paul =nd Silss "and he took them the same hour of the

night.® Acts 16:33, Be careful thet nothing is held in hesrt or practiced in 1ife
thet hinders preyer.



